Grants Center of Excellence (COE)

Frequently Asked Questions
1) Question:  COE Operations & Maintenance costs are based on the number of award actions for a year.  What is an award action?
 

Answer:   Generally an award action is counted when a notice of award is produced during a particular fiscal year.  This includes all new award notices; continuations (both competing and non-competing); and all amendments/revisions whether they are monetary or non-monetary.  Amendments/revisions can include extensions, changes of project director, change of vendor/grantee (successor in interest or replacement grantee), supplements, carry over of unobligated funds, budgetary adjustments, changes to terms and conditions--anything that results in a notice of award or revised notice of award that is produced through the system and that would be sent to a grantee.
 

The charges are based upon the counts of the previous fiscal year award actions.  The initial estimate is based on the counts of award actions for the programs with active grants that had award notices during the previous fiscal year for those programs that are migrated to GrantSolutions.gov for any portion of the life-cycle processing.

Although the system can produce award actions for purposes of “closeout” of a grant project in a financial or payment system.   The "closeout" award actions are not included in the award action count.  Generally once an award is closed then no new award actions will be produced for that grant or project.
This is a general yardstick to compare one agency’s usage of the full life-cycle system with another agency’s usage of the system.  There are no separate charges for numbers of funding opportunities, numbers of applications submitted, numbers of post-award reports submitted by grantees.
2) Question:  Will my Operations & Maintenance costs go up?  Is there a maximum or a minimum charge?
 

Answer:   The overall systems costs are shared by the COE partners.  Costs cannot increase without approval of the COE Executive Board and the affected member.  The current costs are $200K per discretionary award action and $67 per mandatory award action.  Minimum agency costs are $0.3M annually and maximum costs are $3M for using the standard system.

3) Question:  When will Operations & Maintenance costs apply?  

 

Answer:   O&M costs do not apply until an agency is scheduled to use the system.  There are separate negotiated costs related to assistance with Fit-Gap analysis, Set up and Migration costs, and special services not part the current or projected grant system.
